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ABOUT NOACA
• Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for  

Greater Cleveland representing:
• 2.1 million population

• 5 counties: 166 cities, villages & towns

• Governed by a 48 member Board of local elected officials

• Works with many planning partners, including FHWA, 
FTA, EPA, ODOT, Ohio EPA, county engineers, transit 
agencies and local governments



Determines how federal transportation dollars are spent

• PLANNING: Conducts transportation and environmental planning; 
prioritizes and approves transportation projects for federal funding

• FUNDING: Allocates its own share of federal dollars for regionally 
significant projects

ABOUT NOACA



LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR NEO                    
TO ACCESS IIJA FUNDS: 

WE HAVE A PLAN!  (ACTUALLY, TWO)



eNEO2050: AN EQUITABLE FUTURE
FOR NORTHEAST OHIO

• Long-Range Transportation Plan envisions the future of the 
regional transportation network for the coming decades 

• Guided by NOACA’s vision statement

• eNEO2050, NOACA’s current LRTP, was adopted by NOACA’s 
Board in June 2021



NOACA will STRENGTHEN regional cohesion, PRESERVE 
existing infrastructure, and BUILD a sustainable multimodal 
transportation system to SUPPORT economic development and 
ENHANCE quality of life in Northeast Ohio.

NOACA STRATEGIC PLAN AND 
VISION STATEMENT



eNEO2050: AN EQUITABLE PLAN
FOR NORTHEAST OHIO

• Equity as a guiding principle: 

builds on previous NOACA 

planning but incorporates a 

more comprehensive focus on 

equity

• Examines relationships between 

transportation and other facets 

of a resilient region: land use, 

economic development, 

environmental quality, climate, 

and health



eNEO2050: AN EQUITABLE PLAN
FOR NORTHEAST OHIO

• Developed through a thorough public 

engagement process, including 

targeted outreach to environmental 

justice communities

• Earned NOACA the 2021 “National 

Award for Outstanding Overall 

Achievement for an MPO” by the 

Association of Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations (AMPO), highest honor 

among large MPOs



HOW DO IIJA THEMES ALIGN WITH 
NOACA’S eNEO2050?

• Equity 
• Access to multimodal 

transportation system 
• Mobility 
• Safety 
• Emissions/air quality 
• Asset management 
• Technology adaptation 
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•PLAN FOR EQUITYNOACA PLANNING & RESOURCES 















IIJA/BIL: A QUICK OVERVIEW
(INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT & JOBS ACT)

(BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW)

• Approved by Congress and signed by President 
Biden on November 15, 2021

• Reauthorizes the FAST Act for five years –
through 2026

• $1.2T over ten years, of which $567B goes to 
transportation

• $550B – about half -- is new spending (above 
baseline), of which $284B goes to surface 
transportation



NEW SPENDING = 50% OF TOTAL

Credit: 

McKinsey & 

Company



KEY POINTS
• Historic investment in nation’s infrastructure

• More than transportation: includes Drinking 
Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Act and 
Energy Infrastructure Act, & others

• Streamlines permitting while maintaining 
environmental standards (One Federal Decision 
codified)

• Increases core transportation formula funding, 
and adds new formula programs for carbon 
reduction, resiliency, bridges, EV charging

• Increased focus on American workforce, jobs, 
and Buy America provisions

• Major increase in discretionary grant dollars



OTHER PROVISIONS IN IIJA
• Increased funding for transit & 

passenger rail

• Broadband

• Energy infrastructure

• Resiliency

• Water infrastructure

• Airports

• Ports



NEW SPENDING: TRANSPORTATION ONLY

Credit: 

National 

Association 

of Counties



IIJA ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
PROVISIONS 

• 70% boost (to $1.44B/year) for 
the “transportation 
alternatives” program (TA), for 
sidewalks/bike 
lanes/trails/other active 
infrastructure (formula 
funding)

• Increased funding for RAISE

• New Grant programs:
• Safe Streets and Roads for 

All

• Reconnecting Communities 

Credit: Destination Cleveland



IIJA ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
PROVISIONS

• Update to Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD): inclusion & 
mobility for all users, and protecting 
vulnerable road users

• New crash reporting standards to capture 
causes of pedestrian deaths; new vehicle 
safety provisions

• Active Transportation Infrastructure 
Investment Program (subject to 
appropriations)



GRANT PROGRAMS FOR TRAILS AND 
GREENWAYS

IIJA Grant Programs:

• Safe Streets for All Users/SS4A, $5B 

• Reconnecting Communities Pilot, 
$1B

• Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity/RAISE,  
$7.5B

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Grants:

• Neighborhood Access and Equity 
Grants, $3B



SAFE STREETS FOR ALL (SS4A)
• New IIJA discretionary grant program, 1st

round funding applications closed last week 
for planning & implementation grants

• Purpose: “to improve roadway safety by 
significantly reducing or eliminating roadway 
fatalities and serious injuries through safety 
action plan development and implementation 
focused on all users, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, public transportation users, 
motorists, personal conveyance and micro 
mobility users, and commercial vehicle 
operators. The program provides funding to 
develop the tools to strengthen a community’s 
approach to safety and save lives.”



SS4A
Eligible applicants for an Action Plan Grant: 

• An MPO
• A political subdivision of a State (e.g., cities, 

towns, counties, special districts, etc.)
• A multijurisdictional group of entities described 

above

Eligible applicants for an Implementation Grant: e
• Eligible applicants listed above must also meet at 

least one of the following conditions:
• Have ownership and/or maintenance 

responsibilities over a roadway network;
• Be an eligible applicant with safety 

responsibilities that affect roadways; or
• Have agreement from the agency that has 

ownership and/or maintenance responsibilities 
for the roadway within the applicant’s 
jurisdiction.



SS4A 
• No regional priority project submitted for this 

round

• NOACA recently distributed 2022 Community 
Safety Reports

• For latest round, NOACA supported three 
applications from local communities:

• City of Cleveland applied for 
implementation grant for its Vision Zero 
plan

• City of Cleveland Heights applied for 
planning grant 

• Lorain County Department of Public 
Health applied for planning grant 



RECONNECTING COMMUNITIES PILOT 
DISCRETIONARY GRANT PROGRAM

• Purpose: Reconnect communities by removing, 
retrofitting, or mitigating transportation facilities like 
highways and rail lines that create barriers to 
community connectivity

• Provides tech assistance and funding for planning 
and capital construction to reconnect communities

• Examples: public transportation, infrastructure 
removal, pedestrian walkways and overpasses, 
capping and lids, linear parks and trails, roadway 
redesigns, complete streets conversions, main 
street revitalization



RECONNECTING COMMUNITIES 

• Eligible applicants for planning: 
states, local governments, MPOs, 
non-profits

• Eligible applicants for 
construction: facility owner (or 
planning grant recipient as co-
applicant with owner)

• Applications close: October 13, 
2022



RAISE GRANT PROGRAM

• Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity

• Existed prior to IIJA, previously known as BUILD and 
TIGER

• Funds road, rail, transit, and other surface 
transportation of local and/or regional significance

• Selection criteria includes safety, sustainability, 
equity, economic competitiveness, mobility, and 
community connectivity

• 2022 recipients recently awarded $2.2B for 66 projects 
across nation, including 4 in Ohio



NOACA/CLEVELAND 2022 RAISE 
APPLICATION

• NOACA/City of Cleveland’s 
recent DREAM 66 
application for multimodal 
transportation 
improvements

• Pilot project for NOACA’s 
Complete and Green Streets 
policy

• Advocacy partners included 
Cleveland Foundation, GCP, 
Midtown



RAISE: DREAM 66 PROJECT
Project elements include:

• Multi-purpose trail with porous 
asphalt

• Six-foot wide sidewalks &  pedestrian 
crossings

• Pollinator plantings & new trees

• Bike and scooter parking &  benches

• Multimodal tributary to the Euclid 
Corridor BRT and bike facilities –
connecting people to jobs, education, 
& health care

NOACA, City of Cleveland, and partner 
organizations remain committed to this 
project.



EXAMPLES OF 2022 RAISE RECIPIENTS

New Carrollton Multi-Modal Transportation Station Project: In Prince George’s County, 
MD, USDOT is funding the construction of improvements to and around New Carrollton 
Station. The project includes a new Train Hall as well as new sidewalks and traffic calming 
improvements on Garden City Drive to access the station. There have been more than 150 
crashes, 2 fatalities, and 50 injuries in the last three years near the station. The project will 
improve safety by adding striped bicycle lanes, bicycle boxes, wider sidewalks and safer 
pedestrian crossings, and a center median on the road. It will also provide lighting and 
signalization upgrades.

Raising a Resilient Route 40: In Atlantic City, NJ, USDOT is investing to reconstruct and 
elevate one of the city’s main routes for people who drive and walk, and to provide upgrades 
to drainage systems along the route. The project will also reduce standing water on the 
roadway which is a contributing factor in motor vehicle crashes and it will improve Route 40’s 
ability to serve as an evacuation route during extreme weather.



NEIGHBORHOOD ACCESS & EQUITY 
GRANTS PROGRAM

• Not part of the IIJA, but rather the recently 
enacted (August 16) Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA)

• $3B authorized:

• Rework overbuilt roads and make them 
safer & more accessible to various modes

• Reconnect communities

• Mitigate negative impacts of transportation 
facilities/pollution

• Support equitable transportation planning



NEIGHBORHOOD ACCESS & EQUITY 
GRANTS PROGRAM

Examples: 

• Cover a highway or convert to a 
boulevard

• Add bike lanes

• Provide better connections to transit

• Build green storm water infra

• Add new safety features

• Cannot be used to build SOV car lanes

More to come from U.S. DOT/FHWA



NOACA’S IIJA REGIONAL FUNDING 
STRATEGY

NOACA, as the federally designated 
MPO, has developed a strategy to 
coordinate a regional approach to 
IIJA funding opportunities.



BUILD.GOV ADVICE 

From the Administration’s FACT SHEET: 
Competitive Infrastructure Funding 
Opportunities for Local Governments:

“Getting Ready to Apply for and Receive 
Federal Infrastructure Funds 
Building a better America is a shared 
endeavor no one can do alone, and investing 
federal infrastructure dollars will require 
significant coordination between cities, 
states, community stakeholders, and other 
key partners.” 



BUILD.GOV ADVICE

(CONTINUED)

• “Cities can begin to coordinate across their departments and with metropolitan planning 
organizations (MPO) to: 

1. Prioritize your community’s capital needs and develop a project pipeline – taking time 
to think about the projects previously considered impossible due to lack of funding or 
regional coordination. This is a once-in-a-generation funding opportunity that will 
require bold, inclusive thinking. 

2. Use the forthcoming Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Guidebook to identify federal 
funding streams to target. 

3. Ensure all transit, railway, road, highway, and bridge projects are a part of your 
MPO’s Transportation Improvement Plan.”



PURPOSE OF STRATEGY
• Fulfill MPO’s legal role and responsibilities

• Provide a transparent, strategic, & coordinated approach to funding 
opportunities, to ensure region’s highest priorities are pursued (projects in Long 
Range Plan)

• Develop a pipeline of strong projects for funding – at the appropriate stage of 
readiness based on planning, engineering, and NEPA action

• Maximize total amount of federal funding to NE Ohio

• Promote equitable distribution of resources: modal, geographic, economic 
development, and environmental justice 



NOACA IIJA FUNDING STRATEGY

• Develop a transparent 5-year plan for project applications

• Identify projects:  

• Included in the LRP

• Meet project readiness/feasibility

• Eligible based on NOFO criteria

• Reflect public and stakeholder engagement 

• Prioritize based on criteria:

• Regional benefit

• Equity (modal, geographic, economic development & EJ)



HOW DO WE GET THERE?
Step 1: Increase awareness of funding opportunities and MPO 
process

• Webpage created; outreach via public forums (such as today’s event!)

Step 2: Develop draft project list
• eNEO2050 projects through 2027 

• Categorize projects by potential funding program eligibility and purpose

Step 3: Coordinate draft project list with regional and local 
sponsors

• Verify feasibility, readiness, scope, schedule and costs for identified 
projects

• Acknowledge proposed projects not on the list for future LRP amendment 



HOW DO WE GET THERE?

Step 4: Prioritize and rank projects (greatest benefit for the most 
people)

• Regional benefit criteria (regional, county, or community-based 
impact)

• Equity criteria (modal, geographic, economic development, and EJ)

Step 5: Public and stakeholder engagement for final draft list

Step 6: Determine NOACA level of action:
• NOACA as applicant (sole applicant or lead/non-lead co-applicant) 

• NOACA provides letter of support/approval
• Must be in/consistent with LRP

• Must demonstrate written approval by impacted communities and 
jurisdiction(s)

• Must be requested two weeks prior to application deadline



STRATEGY ADOPTION & IMPLEMENTATION

Step 7: Adoption

• Recommendation by NOACA committees

• Approval by NOACA Board

• Subject to quarterly amendment process

Step 8: Implementation

• Maintain current project list on NOACA 
website

• Work with project sponsors



WORK WITH NOACA TO ACCESS IIJA FUNDING
 NOACA application assistance:

 NOACA will evaluate project against federal 
criteria

 NOACA will coordinate with ODOT

 NOACA will evaluate project readiness

 NOACA may provide data to justify your project

 NOACA may provide letter of support

 NOACA application coordination: 
 Project must be in NOACA LRTP

 Projects across the region may need to be 
prioritized for each funding opportunity if 
multiple applications are submitted



NOACA WEBPAGE: IIJA STRATEGY



NOACA ANNUAL MEETING AND 
SYMPOSIUM



QUESTIONS?



Thank you! 



FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.noaca.org



NOACA will STRENGTHEN regional 

cohesion, PRESERVE existing 

infrastructure, and BUILD a 

sustainable multimodal transportation 

system to SUPPORT economic 

development and ENHANCE quality 

of life in Northeast Ohio.


