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• Trail Development 
• Use of Technology 
• Cuyahoga River Water Trail 
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• Created in 1917 
• Subdivision of the State of Ohio – ORC 1545 
• Governed by Board of Park Commissioners 
• 23,519 acres 
• 18 Reservations & Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 

• 8 Reservations within City of Cleveland 
• Acreage in 48 diverse communities 
• Acreage owned in 6 counties  

• 8 Golf Courses 
• 18.5 million recreational visitors  

• +19,000 programs 
• Supported by tax levy 
• 300 miles of trails  

Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 

Cleveland Metroparks  Quick Facts 
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• Trail Development Challenges 
• Right of Way / Real Estate 

• Political Considerations 

• Physical Barriers  
• Roadways, railroads, watercourse, etc. 

• Utility Corridors 

• Natural Resource Protection 

• Budget and Funding 

• Project Delivery 
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Example Projects 
• Valley Parkway Connector Trail 
• Mill Creek Connector Trail 
• TIGER Trails 

• Connector Trails 
• Whiskey Island Connector 
• Redline Greenway 
• Wendy Park Bridge 

• Water Taxi 
• Fort Hill Steps 
Planning Initiatives 
• Metroparks Reservation Plans 
• Cuyahoga Greenways 
• Vision for the Valley 
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Valley Parkway Connector Trail  Phases I and II 

• 2009 TLCI Study 

• All right-of-way owned in fee 

• Three supportive municipalities 

• I-77 crossing and utility crossings 

• Wetland avoidance and mitigation 

• 7 funding sources ($4.8M) 

• Phase I  LPA Design-Bid-Build 

• Phase II  Design-Build 

Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 



Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 



Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 



Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 



Developing Trails in Northeast Ohio 
Mill Creek Connector Trail  Phase II 



Phase 1  

Phase 2 

Garfield Reservation Trail 

Mill Creek Falls Trail 

Garfield Boulevard Connector  
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Mill Creek 
Connector 

Trail 

Trail Map 
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    Proposed 

Warner 
Rd. 

Mill Creek Connector Trail 

Proposed Linkages 

Morgana Run Trail 

Turney Rd. 

Towpath Trail 
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Mill Creek Connector Trail  Phase II 

• 2005 Planning Study 

• Two Phases 

• 5 Easements  

• Utility conflicts 

• Environmental  
• Land Fills 
• Hazardous Waste 
• Former Chemical Plant 

• LPA D-B-B  

•  

• $3.9M ($1.9 ODOT / NOACA) 
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Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
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Cleveland Lakefront Bikeway 
Connector &  
Canal Basin Park Connector 
Design: Michael Baker International 
Status: Design nearing completion 
Anticipated Construction: Spring 2018-
Summer 2018 
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Whiskey Island Connector 
Design: E.L. Robinson Engineering 
Status: Nearing 30% design  
Anticipated Construction: Summer 2018-
Summer 2019 
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Red Line Greenway 
Design: Michael Baker International 
Status: Nearing 30% design  
Anticipated Construction: Spring 2019-
Winter 2020 
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Wendy Park Bridge 
Design: KS Associates 
Status: 50% design 
Anticipated Construction:  
Spring 2019 -    Fall 2020 
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Wendy Park Bridge 
Design: KS Associates 
Status: 50% design 
Anticipated Construction:  
Spring 2019 -    Fall 2020 

Estimated Cost $8M - $10M 

Estimated Cost 
$6M 

1,318,000 lb steel @ $4/lb 

814,000 lb steel @ $2.75/lb 

Shortened Main Span from 365’ to 250’ 

Shortened Overall Length from 608’ to 504’ 

Changed 
approach 
ramp from 
steel to 
earth 
w/walls 

Changes to main structural members 
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Signal 

Railroad Coordination 

Bridge Pier Design Analysis 
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Signal 

Railroad Coordination 
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Signal 

Railroad Coordination 

Bridge Pier Design Analysis 
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Signal 

Railroad Coordination 
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RWDI Wind Tunnel 

Slenderness Ratio Analysis Fairing Analysis 

Wind Loading and Vibration 
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Wind Loading and Vibration 
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Re-Connecting Cleveland Project 

Component Cost

TIGER 

Request

TIGER % 

of Total 

Cost

Federal 

CMAQ

Federal 

CMAQ % 

of Total 

Cost

Pending 

State/Local

State/ 

Local % 

of Total 

Cost

Construction $6,000,000 $1,000,000 6.1% $0 0.0% $5,000,000 30.4%

Design/Engineering $200,000 $150,000 0.9% $0 0.0% $50,000 0.3%

Construction $2,900,000 $2,100,000 12.8% $0 0.0% $800,000 4.9%

Design/Engineering $30,000 $0 0.0% $0 0.0% $30,000 0.2%

Construction $500,000 $500,000 3.0% $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Design/Engineering $20,000 $0 0.0% $0 0.0% $20,000 0.1%

Construction $200,000 $200,000 1.2% $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Design/Engineering $600,000 $600,000 3.6% $0 0.0% $0 0.0%

Construction $6,000,000 $3,400,000 20.7% $2,080,000 12.6% $520,000 3.2%

Total $16,450,000 $7,950,000 48.3% $2,080,000 12.6% $6,420,000 39.0%

Wendy Park Bridge

Whiskey Island Connector

Cleveland Lakefront Bikeway Connector

Canal Basin Park Connector

Red Line Greenway
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Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
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eLCee2 Water Taxi 



Rocky River Reservation  Fort Hill Steps 

Project 
Location 
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Rocky River  
Reservation   
Fort Hill Steps 
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Rocky River  
Reservation   
Fort Hill Steps 



Capital Construction 
Design-Bid-Build 
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Capital Construction 
Design-Bid-Build Conceptual Design/ 

Due Diligence 

Schematic Design 

Design Development 

Construction 
Documents 

Bidding 

Construction
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Capital Construction 
CMR & Design-Build Conceptual Design/ 

Due Diligence

Schematic Design 

Design Development 

Construction 
Documents

Guaranteed Maximum Price 

Construction
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Design-Build 
Conceptual Design/ 

Due Diligence 

Schematic Design 

Design Development 

Construction 
Documents 

Guaranteed Maximum Price 

Construction 
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Cleveland Metroparks Reservation Plan Updates 
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Vision for the Valley 
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