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Paddle sports more popular 
than ever 

 Accessibility 
 Affordability  
 Approachability 

 
 Canoeing 
 Kayaking 
 Stand Up Paddle Boarding 
 Kayak Fishing 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most people live within 15 minutes of a body of water and 
Lower cost of equipment
small learning curve and access to rentals to try


Outdoor Industry Association
Outdoor Participation Report from the Outdoor Foundation 2017 SUP increased by 61% over 3 years and recreational kayaking increased by 15% Kayak Fishing over 31%Interest and involvement in paddling steadily has been increasing, according to ODNR. Over the last decade, the number of Ohio-registered canoes and kayaks, including liveries, increased 138 percent to more than 152,000 in 2015. From 2014 to 2015, Ohio saw an increase of almost 20,000 paddlers.



The Concept: A water trail? 
• Already exists – sort of…. 
• Improved facilities 
• Maintenance 
• Signage 
• Maps 
• Education 
• Management 
• Branding 
• Integrate with other recreational activities 
• Designate 
  



Nationally 
Hundreds of water trails, thousands of miles of paddling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recreation Opportunities 
Education 

Conservation 
Community Support 
Public Information  
Trail Maintenance  

Planning 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to ACA -579 water trails Michigan alone has 3,000 miles of paddling water
Created in 2012 – designated by the Sec of Interior and are part of the National Trails system Currently 21NPS – NWT Must incorporate BMPs




Ohio Water Trails Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OH – 11 designated nearby Vermillion Lorain, Mahoning

8 in the works
And at least 8 more in the works!  Including…





1969 





American Canoe Association 
American Whitewater 
City of Akron 
City of Cuyahoga Falls 
Cleveland Metroparks 
Conservancy for CVNP 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 
Cuyahoga River Restoration 
Friends of the Crooked River 
Friends of the Gorge 
Geauga Park District 
Keelhaulers Canoe Club 
Kent Parks and Recreation 
 
 

Kent State University 
National Park Service RTCA 
Northeast OH Regional Sewer District 
ODNR Scenic Rivers Program 
Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition 
Ohio EPA 
Portage Park  District 
Share the River 
Silver Lake Parks and Rec 
Summit Metroparks 
The Trust for Public Land 
Ohio Department of Natural  Resources 
Enthusiastic Citizens 

 
 



Cuyahoga River Water Trail 
From the river that burned to a regional recreational asset!! 
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Presentation Notes
Sections based on experience



Scenic 



City of Akron Water Supply 

NO PADDLE ZONE! 





Gorge 







Lakefront 



Challenges 
Dams 

Portages 
Access Points 

Debris 
Seasonal Flow 
Water Quality 

Safety 
Boat Traffic 

Partners 



Cuyahoga River Water Trail 
Benefits 

Education and Stewardship 
Increased Recreation Opportunities 
Blue Green Trail Connections 
White Water Paradise 
Historical and Cultural Wonders 
Wildlife Viewing 
Economic Development 
Health and Fitness 
Sustainable 
 



o Management Structure 
o Mapping/GIS  
o Access 
o Recreation 
o Safety 
o Publicity/Promotion 
o Community Engagement 
o Maintenance 



o Creating a regional brand and identity 
o Developing a strategy of implementation 
o Developing best management practices 
o Identifying access points and facilities 
o Community meetings of stakeholders 
o Identify other regional connections 
o Working towards state and national designation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lasting legacy of the river that burned and in true cleveland fashion, has made a comeback!
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