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Morgana Run Trail and Public Art Plan 

• Type All purpose Trail with integrated 
Public Art 
 

• Length 2.5 Miles 
 

• Cost Trail: $1 million 
• Cost Public Art: More than $500,000 has 

been invested in public art for the Morgana 
run trail and neighborhood 
 

• Funding Sources Trail: City of 
Cleveland, NOACA, OECA, and Clean 
Ohio 

• Public Art Plan: City of Cleveland, 
LAND studio, Slavic Village Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Morgana Run Trail, a 2.1-mile paved multi-purpose pedestrian and bike path was created on right-of-way abandoned by the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad. Morgana Run was the first urban trail to be constructed in Cleveland.  It runs through Slavic Village and serves as an important connection between Mill Creek Falls and the Towpath Trail. Morgana run connects over streets and other trails to the Ohio and Erie Canal Corridor and sets the groundwork for what could one day be a system of interconnected neighborhood-based trails laced through the city and region. Slavic Village Development (SVD), the local community development corporation, was the creative force behind the trail. Funding for the trail came from the City of Cleveland, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA), the Ohio and Erie Canal Association, and Clean Ohio.Starting with the belief that art is a useful tool in any strategy toward a goal of neighborhood vitality, SVD and LAND studio proposed to enhance the Trail with public artwork that serves both practical and inspirational functions. Local artists Christopher Diehl and Shaun Breslin were commissioned to develop a public-art master plan for the Morgana Run Trail. Goals for the trail's emerging public art collection established during the planning process included raising awareness of the trail, making it easier to use, and assuring that trail users have a pleasant and safe experience. The plan set out a range of possible projects and project approaches that were to be carried out over several years and to be used to identify opportunities for artists to continue influencing life along the trail.Community involvement and strong partnerships are critical components of any successful project.  Slavic Village and LAND studio worked together with stakeholders, the City of Cleveland, and neighborhood residents to bring the trail and artwork to life. Dozens of volunteers helped paint the first art installation, Pixelating Morgana, and resident engagement continues to drive the programming and art on the trail. ��CONTACT INFO:  Name: Greg PeckhamPhone #: 216.621.5413 ext. 111E-mail address: gpeckham@land-studio.org
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The Good Stuff 
• Amenities multiple public art installations along 

the trail.  A safe way for children to get to 
school. Healthy and active lifestyle 
programming.   
 

• Connections to other non- project assets:  
Other regional trails and parks (Metroparks and 
the Towpath Trail), Fast Track Cycling (dba 
Cleveland Velodrome), public art throughout the 
neighborhood, cultural institutions, shopping, 
and the Trailside Housing Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The public art planning began in 2007, with the first installation, Pixelating Morgana, installed in 2008. Since then, installations have been completed each year with more planned for 2018. Pixelating Morgana, the collaborative work of Christopher Diehl and fellow artists Shaun Breslin and John Troxell, is the largest piece of public art along the trail. The nearly 300-foot-wide and 20-foot-tall mural adorns the formerly nondescript rear wall of the Lextech Industries building. The abstract piece was a community effort and the artists welcomed visitors to the site as they were painting. Pixelating Morgana became the trails centerpiece. Additional artwork can be seen throughout the trail and neighborhood.  Eight murals and eight public art installations fill vacant walls and public spaces. Slavic Village has become a destination for unique and exciting public art that connects the community. �The Common Things Mural, another impressive mural, just a few blocks east of Pixelating. The 250 foot long work depicts neighborhood residents enjoying themselves in all manner of active recreation, from biking to swimming on a small manufacturing building facing the Trail.  This mural was designed and drawn by Alex Nosse.In-between these murals is the unique Morgana Grasslands project, a collaboration of local artists Dana Depew and Charles Gliha, consisting of three birdhouse complexes standing 16, 17, and 18 feet tall in a recently created savanna at the intersection of the Morgana Run Trail and East 71st Street. The colorfully painted birdhouse complexes, each consisting of 10 birdhouses, are cleverly designed so that they can spend most of their time in the air, keeping their inhabitants safe from predators and other threats. For cleaning or maintenance they can be lowered to the ground in just a few minutes. The crank used to lower them is removable and, to prevent tampering, is stored offsite. The poles holding up the birdhouses are painted bright green to tie them to another of the trail’s artworks, Rotaflora, which marks East 49th Street trailhead. Partners on the project were the Friends of the Morgana Run Trail, Slavic Village Development, and LAND studio.At E.49th St. and the Morgana Run Trail stands a 35-foot-tall sculpture known as RotoFlora by Jake Beckham. This inspiring artwork serves duplicate functions as a trailhead and a source of neighborhood identify. Rotoflora, resembles a dandelion that has gone to seed. It is composed of steel, bicycle wheels, and LED lighting. It stands 35 feet tall and is visible to tens of thousands of daily commuters on the adjacent Interstate 77. The artwork beautifies and brings attention to the trail and has become a source of pride and visibility for Slavic Village.When, a sculpture by artists Lou Erste and Grant Smrekar of Rust Belt Welding, will be installed on the Morgana Run Trail in 2018, . When consists of a 30-foot tally pyramid shaped steel structure.  A metal sculpture called WAWEL DRAGON by artists Kelly Susak and Teddy Sliwinski is located at 6501 East 65th St and was envisioned and created through a community project. A mural created by artist John Rivera-Resto was installed in 2013 . This remarkable work of art known as A World Built of Sweat and Steel graces the side of an industrial building located at 7835 Broadway Ave.  The mural depicts the history of steel, a story that started in the Slavic Village community in the late 1800’s.  Another mural in the neighborhood (on the Broadway Scenic Byway route) is titled Winter in America and was created by artists Donald Black. This is a photographic image at E.55th and Broadway on the Badgley-Nikels building. The mural is 48ft by 14ft and depicts the conflict between the urban kid and the urban environment.  Black says, "It is beautiful and cold".   The Morgana Run Trail runs on a former Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway corridor through Cleveland’s historic Slavic Village neighborhood. The paved rail-trail connects residents to Cleveland Metroparks’ Garfield Park Reservation to the south (via Broadway avenue) , where trail users can view Mill Creek Falls, Cuyahoga County’s largest waterfall. At the trail’s northern end, Washington Park and its new golf course is just a short trip away.The trail also provides a safe route to schools and recreational facilities for the community’s youth, as it passes directly by Stella Walsh Recreation Center, the Boys & Girls Club, Cleveland Central Catholic High School, St. Stanislaus Elementary and Mound Elementary School.
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Unique! 
• Benefits to the Public estimates shows 

approximately 18,000 users on the trail annually. 
This is an 80% increase since the opening of 
Morgana Run.      

 
• Environmental enhancements Planning is 

underway for the Morgana Bluff Nature Preserve and 
Learning Center, construction of green infrastructure 
storm water retention basin and greenspace by 
NEORSD along the trail 
 

• Social Equity 50% of Slavic village residents do 
not own or have access to a vehicle. The trail 
provides critical (and safe) access to schools, 
churches, shopping and cultural institutions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trail engagement continues to grow year after year. While there is no magic formula to increase trail use, efforts made by Slavic Village Development Corporation and the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy through the Urban Pathways Initiative has no doubt had positive impacts on the use of Morgana Run. These efforts include neighborhood wayfinding signage to better show where the trail is located as well as continued trail programming for both youth and adults throughout the greater Slavic Village area. The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) is planning to construct a project containing a large-scale green infrastructure  stormwater detention basin at the intersection of Union Avenue and East 70th street and construction of a greenspace at the intersection of Union Avenue and East 71st Street adjacent to the Morgana Run Trail. This $1.6 million project is designed to capture stormwater, before it enters the combined sewer system, and prevent .3 million gallons of combined sewage from discharging into the Morgana Run Culvert annually. Additionally, planning and fundraising are underway for the creation of the Morgana Bluff Nature Preserve and Learning Center. The site is bordered by the trail on the north and E. 55th street to the west and is the backyard of Mound Elementary School. With the Boys and Girls Club and other schools nearby, the nature center will be easily accessible to more than 1,700 children.  There is research indicating that youth experience significant academic, social, and emotional benefits from outdoor learning and play, but many Cleveland neighborhoods lack safe, well-maintained, accessible outdoor spaces. To address this need, the Boys and Girls Club, the City of Cleveland, and the Cleveland Municipal School District with Slavic Village Development is proposing the construction of the Nature Center.  The site will include a gathering space for teaching, observing, or simply enjoying nature. The site was home to the Cleveland Woolen Mills, which attracted much of the Eastern European population from which the neighborhood derived its names and still derives much of its cultural influences. The site has been vacant for the past 61 years due to the closing of the mill and a subsequent fire. Since that time a pioneering forest has emerged, with wetlands, a meadow, and a habitat for certain endangered birds and bats. The project intends to preserve, restore, and enhance these developing ecosystems and protect the rare species that are now calling the space home. The Morgana Run Trail provides equitable and safe access to recreational activities and public art in the neighborhood as well as access to additional trail systems, home developments, shopping, and parks for all Slavic Village residents.  The trail has become a commuter byway for those without transportation of their own.  
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Suppose you've got a spare hour. 
Pick a favorite route or two. 
I'm a little partial. I got my first job 
at Slavic Village Development 
helping to program the Morgana 
Run Trail. It was amazing to see 
how an old rail line could really 
bring the community together. – 
Jacob VanSickle, Bike Cleveland Executive 
Director 
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The Cycle of Arches was built to act as a gateway to the Broadway neighborhood and greater Slavic Village. The sculpture spans Broadway near its intersection with East 49th Street and the Morgana Run Trailhead. It refers to the city's street grid and connects an adjacent former gas-station site now being reclaimed as parkland by Slavic Village Development. ��The arch provides an interesting visual experience to passersby and extensions from the arch function as benches in the new public space. ��Cycle of Arches is a bold place-making piece of public art that serves as the Northern Gateway to the Broadway Slavic Village community. This installation complements other public art projects in the neighborhood – Rotoflora, Morgana Grasslands, the Trail murals, and the Morgana Run Trail. ��The Arch, a variation on the traditional street arch, was designed by Jonathan Kurtz to provide a profound and unexpected visual experience from every viewing perspective and is lite at night.  The vision is a design that is meant to evoke allusions to nature (trees or grasses bent by the wind) and interpret our industrial heritage by invoking the neighborhood’s “steel roots” with its steel tubing construction. The Arch had multiple funding sources including: Ohio & Eric Canalway, Ohio Capital Corp. and LAND studio. The adjoining greenspace (Arch Park) was awarded a Green Infrastructure grant by the NEORSD in 2016 and is being developed into a new public space..
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