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• Type: Boardwalk 
• Length: .11 miles 
• Cost: $300,000 
• Funding Sources:  State of 

Ohio provided the funds to 
the Department of Natural 
Resources 

HEADLANDS DUNES STATE NATURE 
PRESERVE BOARDWALK TRAIL 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve along the shores of Lake Erie is one of the last beach dune communities in Ohio. The Switchgrass and beach grasses growing in the sand dune community creates a unique landscape system. ODNR wanted to allow visitors to experience the landscape as well as provide ADA access to the Lake. To accomplish this, the project incorporated the construction of more than 600 feet of boardwalk, allowing access for visitors to traverse this fragile landscape. 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources wanted the project to use FSC certified wood which caused delays in the start of construction since the contractor had to procure certified materials. 

REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.
Name: Jeff Kerr
Phone #: 330.375.1390
E-mail address: Jkerr@envdesigngroup.com
Go to next slide.
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Amenities  
• A handicap accessible boardwalk 

with an observation platform 
provides stunning views of Lake Erie 

Connections to other non- 
project assets 
• The project provided a ceremonial 

destination for the northern terminus 
of the 1,400 mile Ohio Buckeye 
Trail—the only place along this 
statewide trail where it touches Lake 
Erie 
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Benefits to the Public 
• The boardwalk provides a destination to 

beach visitors.  

Environmental enhancements  
• The engineered 600 foot wood-pier 

boardwalk trail system was designed to 
preserve and protect the existing dune 
community and endangered vegetation, 
including the Lyre-leaved Rock Cress. The 
boardwalk also provides the public access 
to view bird and Monarch butterfly 
migration. 

Social Equity 
• The boardwalk allows mobility impaired to 

get to the beach when otherwise they 
couldn't due to the sand. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The boardwalk was located along an existing sand path through the dunes which minimized the amount of disturbance caused by construction. By placing a boardwalk over the dunes, the fragile dune ecosystem is protected from degradation caused by foot traffic.




Buzz on the Street 
“By reinvesting in our beach, we can 
extend the life of the dunes and enhance 
the experience for all visitors, regardless 
of their level of mobility,” Rogers said in 
the statement. state Rep. John Rogers, D-
Mentor-on-the-Lake 

Photo, selfies, posts, tweets, blogs, general messages – what residents, businesses, 
schools, etc. are saying 
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Mentorheadlands.com�Community Member Blog

Last December, $306,313 in state funds were released to the Department of Natural Resources for the installation of an ADA-compliant boardwalk at the Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve in Lake County and now the project is complete!

“In Ohio, we believe that everyone deserves equal access to experience the natural beauties of our great state,” said State Rep. John Rogers (D-Mentor-on-the-Lake).  “This investment from the state will help to extend the life of the dunes and enhance the experience for all visitors, regardless of their level of mobility. I am pleased that soon every Ohioan will have the chance to fully experience the natural beauty of Headlands Dunes.”

Currently, visitor-made trails exist at the nature preserve, but the sandy nature of the area means that visitors with limited physical capabilities are unable to access the beach. The new ADA-compliant boardwalk will open the dunes up for all visitors to enjoy.

The boardwalk extends to the end of Buckeye Trail, which currently ends at the parking lot of the nature preserve, to the dunes edge.
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