Hampton Hills Metro Park — Mountain Bike Area

®* Type — Mountain Bike Trails

®* Length — 8 miles built with
approximately 4+ more miles
planned to be built in 2018/19

®  Cost (Design - $90,000 &
Construction -$600,000)
®* Funding Sources — Summit

County Community Grant &
ODNR Recreational Trails
QGrant
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.  Open to the public in 2016.  

Use slide #1 to give the basic information for this project.  Replace these instructions in this NOTES section with your story of how this project came to be, and any interesting best practices or lessons learned during design and/or construction. Summit Metro Parks opened its first mountain bike trails in Hampton Hills Metro Park in 2016. The newly developed Mountain Bike Area (2092 Theiss Rd., Akron) features about 7 miles of beginner and intermediate trails, with an additional 1.5 miles of advanced and skill sections. Plans to extend the course over the next several years could result in between 12 and 15 total miles of trail to ride. In addition to the trails, visitors can enjoy a picnic shelter with a gorgeous view to the northwest. The plaza will also have a bike repair station, restroom, and information kiosk with maps, rules and other information. 

REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.
Name: Mark Szeremet
Phone #330-867-5511 x 212
E-mail address: mszeremet@summitmetroparks.org
Go to next slide.
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The Good Stuff
® Amenities — trailhead,
parking with overflow
parking for special events,
bathroom, benches, outdoor
pavilion and bike repair

station.

i * Connections — future
connection planned to
Towpath Trail & CVNP
Heron Rookery in 2020.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #2 to provide additional details regarding the other-than-trail components of this project.  

Use this NOTES section to describe the features to which this trail connects and any enthusiasm, resistance or new relationships resulting from these connections.

“At Hampton Hills, mountain bikers of all experience levels can test their skills. Start with the short beginner loop, and gain confidence to ride the moderate loops. Difficult sections are coming later. If you are really adventurous, try riding over the four optional skill sets. The ‘snake ladder’ is quite challenging,” noted Project Manager Mark Avery, who oversaw the development of the area for the park district.
 
“If you are a more seasoned rider, head north to the intermediate trails, which will take you into a steep ravine leading down to Woodward Creek. This section of trail is fast and challenging with big berms, and wooden features. The ‘skinny challenge’ and the big drop are not for the timid,” said Avery. 

Aside from riding the trails, visitors will find this area is an awesome natural resource that is home to many species. We have seen deer, coyotes, amphibians, reptiles and wide variety of birds.  “Riding the mountain bike trails is a unique way to experience the beauty of this incredible place, with ponds, streams, wonderful vistas, meadows and forests.”, said Mark Avery project manager.  
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® Visitation —
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XN B as =L = Environmental enhancements —

invasive species removal, native

species plantings, coyote research,

green smooth snake found.

®* Social Equity — located in
Akron & Cuyahoga Falls (2
most populated cities in

Summit Co.)

County: Summit County
(Summit Co. District #3 & #4)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #3 to highlight any additional benefits to your community or unique elements, in case you ran out of room on slide #2.  Endangered green smooth snake found on site.  The bike repair station is very popular – free air for tires and tools to make repairs on bikes with stand.  

Use this NOTES section to elaborate on these details and tell stories from this project.  Who is using this trail/lane?  What’s changed in the community?  The land leased from the City of Akron was part of the Hardy Road landfill and early water treatment facility.  The landfill is capped and the mountain bike facility is located in the area around that capped area.  It is a great re-use of an area that was underutilized and open for public enjoyment!  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #4 to tell us what your people are saying.  Share facebook posts, tweets, blogs – any form of social media or just general comments and messages.  Tell us how much chatter is project is driving.

A few of us went out last night for the "soft opening" and I must say excellent job so far!  The intermediate trail to the left literally blew us away!!  You really have a great thing going, be prepared for a bunch of mountain biker's chomping at the bit for that loop to be complete.  Please share this with your crew too, if you guys keep building like that this trail will be well worth the long wait! 
Thanks again for your persistence and determination with this project.  - Kenny

 I took my son to Hampton Hills Mountain Bike Trails for the first time today. I have been on many Mountain Bike Trails throughout the US and would like to say that I was impressed with how well it was done. It was nice to see many families enjoying the trails. Great job to everyone involved!  We rode all the trails and my son was excited to the end and is still talking about it at home. I hope that Summit Metro Parks continue to plan for future trails as when others find out about Hampton Hills the trails will soon be too crowded. I plan to get involved in volunteering to be part of these types of projects that make our community great. Thanks for all you do!  - Seevers

“The trail system, when completed, will accommodate a wide range of riding skills – from earliest beginners to experts. CAMBA is proud to have a part in this project,” said Mike Ryba, Summit County resident and CAMBA board member. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this NOTES section of slide #5 to tell us anything else about this project which makes it stellar.  Especially think of Best Practices and Lessons Learned worth sharing with other communities.  Tell us:
The setting:  urban, suburban or rural/ex-urban – Suburban – outskirts of Akron, but accessible by bus
Who was the Project Champion (individual or organization) – CAMBA kept pushing for the trail system, as well as our planning department
Project Story:  describe the year planning started and year construction completed, project goals, rationale, challenges, solutions, etc. – Planning started in 2009 and received land lease from City of Akron in 2010 with presentation for the property; construction is on-going, but opened to the public in 2016; project goals were to have trails for all skill levels, so families could go out and enjoy the park; challenges included learning how to build the trails and gaining the skills with the staff, experts build the mountain bike trails in different ways and we needed to find the way that fit our needs; solutions included a lot of trial and error, using the right equipment and getting efficient at the skills to build the trails.  
Any Future Steps:  describe future plans for additional facilities or expanded uses – Approximately 4 more miles of mountain bike trails are to be built, a second parking lot and trailhead to be built on Akron-Peninsula Road in 2019/2020, a multi-purpose connector trail to the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail is planned for 2020 with grant money and removal of invasive species with some more native species being planted.   

Keep the SLIDE #5 portion simple.  Use photos and, if using words, just words or short phrases.
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