
BICYCLE FLEET 
• As part of its Safe Routes to School 

programs, the City of Cleveland 
Heights acquired a grant ($15,000) 
for a bike fleet, so that PE teachers 
could teach safe cycling. 

• Type: 
• Health & fitness 
• Education & safety 

• The bike fleet includes a trailer for 
transporting the bicycles, 24 kid 
bikes, and many helmets. 

• Acquired in 2017 

County:  X 
(Cuyahoga District #) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of Safe Routes to School initiatives, the City of Cleveland Heights applied for and was granted $15,000 to purchase a bike fleet, trailer for transporting the fleet and helmets.  The grant was also large enough to enable the purchase of a pump for filling tires and a specialty product for head lice.  
As part of their program, the Chagrin Falls Safe Routes to School group purchased a bike fleet to use in teaching bicycling classes at their middle school.  Kathryn Garvey who headed the Chagrin Falls Safe Routes to School program at the time said the bike fleet was the best investment they had made, because it would have lasting value when used to teach students safe cycling.  The Chagrin Falls SRTS program was recognized as one of the best in the nation.  CHUH public schools have had three PE teachers who have been avid safe cycling proponents, sponsoring bike rodeos, teaching safe cycling in classes, running after-school bike clubs, promoting the two annual Walk or Bike to School Days (spring and fall) that the City of Cleveland Heights supports.  These teachers have already used the bike fleet and have provided training in how to use it to other PE teachers.  Several more are interested in using it.  At present, the CHUH school district includes seven elementary schools and two middle schools, so there’s still work to be done.  
Contact for this program.
Name:  Joe Kickel
Phone #:  216-291-2470
E-mail address:  jkickel@clvhts.com




BIKE FLEET 

• So far, three Cleveland Heights-
University Heights elementary public 
schools have used the bike fleet. 

• PE teachers use the fleet in their classes, 
usually for three week periods. 

• The fleet can be used in gyms or on 
playgrounds. 

• The fleet can be used once or twice a 
year at schools asking for it. 

• Canterbury students (pictured) enjoy 
bicycling. 

County:  X 
(Cuyahoga District #) 
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Presentation Notes
A group of Cleveland Heights city staff gathered information on costs and went to the bike shop in Chagrin Falls that had supplied bikes for the Chagrin Falls bike fleet.  When a Cleveland Heights provider was unavailable at the time needed, we used the Chagrin Falls supplier for the bikes.  The trailer was acquired separately from a firm specializing in trailers. CH City staff installed racks and other equipment to hold the bicycles in place during transit and when stored.  The trailer with bikes inside has been stored in City facilities or on school playgrounds, under lock and key.  When the trailer comes to a school, PE teachers and their helpers can unload it, or unload as many bikes and helmets as needed, and store them in gyms for safekeeping, then reload them into the trailer when it’s time to send the bikes along to the next school.  PE teachers and parents are able to maintain the bicycles, and the seller will give them a thorough going over at the end of the first year. Maintenance arrangements for subsequent years are still pending.



BIKE FLEET 

• Some kids who didn’t know how to ride a 
bike learned how thanks to the fleet and 
classes! 

• Fairfax School PE Teacher Alice Stratton 
loved using the fleet in her classes.  

• Kids loved the classes.  One said it was the 
best thing she had ever done since she 
started school. 

• Teaches reported classes were a little 
chaotic to start, but then settled down and 
were fun for all! 

County:  X 
(Cuyahoga District #) 
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 We are seeing more and more bicyclists in Cleveland Heights with each passing year since the City started projects and programs to enable and encourage bicycling.  Everyone from kids to older people, all races and ethnicities, are bicycling. 

Federal agencies recommend that children get 60 minutes of physical exercise each day.  There isn’t enough time for that in the crowded curriculum of today’s schools, so walking and/or biking to school helps children get the exercise they need for good health. Studies show that students arrive at school more ready to sit down and learn if they walk or bike to school, rather than being bused or arriving in a car.  

Weather permitting, the bike fleet supports the goal of enabling and encouraging active lifestyles in Cleveland Heights, for all ages.
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