EMERALD NECKLACE END TO END 100 MILE
BRIDLE TRAIL RIDE CHALLENGE
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
100 mile year long bridle trail ride organized by:
       Cuyahoga Chapter Ohio Horsemen’s
        Council	
Health, fitness, nature, socializing & history. 
Held within Cleveland Metroparks this 100 mile bridle trail ride challenge was for horses & riders to celebrate the historical significance of Cleveland Metroparks Centennial Year 2017. 100 Miles for 100 Years.
OHC Chapters hold rides every year in most reservations of the park to showcase these bridle trails, enjoy nature and socialize with other riders and users.
 
These bridle trails are more heavily used than most any in the State of Ohio and were some of the first trails developed in the park.

REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this program.
Name: Penny Passalacqua
Phone #: 216-248-0156
E-mail address: cuyahogaohc@gmail.com
Go to next slide.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Location:Cleveland Metroparks bridle trails in reservations that drape around the city of Cleveland like an Emerald Necklace.  Rocky River, Mill Stream Run, Brecksville, Bedford, S. Chagrin, N. Chagrin & Hinckley Reservation.
Program frequency:This was a one year special event held from January 1 2017 to December 15, 2017 but shorter rides are organized by OHC Chapters year round. 
Two hikers also completed the challenge
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The horseback riders from 26 Ohio counties and PA who participated, ranged in age from 11 to 98 years old, demonstrating the wide appeal of trail riding. This ride also united the horse community, state wide, while promoting these bridle trails. 
 
Ohio Horseman’s Council donated $7,500. 
Trailheads and trails were improved and a new much needed trailhead created.
Signage was improved and new bridle trail specific maps were developed.
 
Trail riding is a growing activity suitable for all ages as well as the physically challenged. Bridle trails in Cleveland Metroparks are hidden gems.
 
Our goal is to continue the positive relationship we have with Cleveland Metroparks 
Administration managers and staff and work toward more improvements in the years to come. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participants were lavish with their praise.
-Very nicely done Hinckley Reservation. -The river/creek crossing is WONDERFUL!!!
-Mill Stream Run is a busy place but great well groomed trails will bring me back. 
-The 100 mile trail challenge was such a wonderful idea. From the urban MSR  to the  challenging but well cared for trails in Bedford Reservation they are all enjoyable.
-Last ride of 2017….beautiful Brecksville Reservation! 
-We sure did have fun doing all these rides and camping along the way.
-Completed ✅ my 💯 mile End to End by riding South Chagrin in October. It was fantastic.
-I have enjoyed exploring new trails that I did not know were just a little drive away.
So blessed to enjoy the Emerald Necklace on an epic horse. Ride on friends.
 
Rocky River is beautiful well groomed and unusual. Fun to camp at Lewis Rd area.
 
Riding North Chagrin I finished the challenge. Great trails here
 
We are so fortunate here with these awesome trails! THANKS!
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Presentation Notes
Every step our horses take on a bridle trail is precious and we can’t take them for granted.
 
Cleveland Metroparks bridle trails run through urban, suburban, and primitive areas where one can imagine being in a wilderness far away from the hustle and bustle of city life.  
 
Participants rode bridle trails they never knew existed. Many were taken out of their comfort zone in short stretches only to realize they and their horses survived and did well. Trust and lasting bonds were formed between horse and rider.
 
Hopefully we have inspired you to take on a challenge in your home parks. Work together, raise funds, network with other neighboring trail users, save a bridle, hiking or biking trail, expand facilities and make lasting friendships with all users.
 
Together we will make Ohio’s bridle trails the best in the country.
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