
Freedom Trail, Phase 1 

City: Tallmadge/Akron 
County:  Summit 

• Type: All-purpose trail  
 

• Length: 4.25 mile rail and 
trail connecting Kent with 
Akron through Tallmadge. 
 

• Cost:   $1.7M 
 

• Funding Sources: AMATS, 
Federal Transportation, 
Summit Metro Parks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.Slide Description: The Freedom Secondary Trail created an important link between Metro Parks and the cities of Kent and Tallmadge with the Towpath Trail and the Ohio & ErieCanalway. The Freedom Secondary Trail, is a 4.25 multi-purpose bike and hike trail. The first phase of the Freedom Secondary Trail began at the west side of SouthwestAvenue in Tallmadge and ended at the west side of Middlebury Road in Kent. The trail is primarily built upon an abandoned railroad bed and adjacent to an inactive railroad owned by Metro Regional Transit Authority. The project required six street crossings and one bridge crossing. While most of the project utilized existing infrastructure left from the previous rail line, some conditions required special attention. Ultimately, the trail will become the missing link in a system that connects four counties, more than six metropolitan park districts, the Towpath Trail, and the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.2. REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.Name: Jeff KerrPhone #: 330.375.1390E-mail address: jkerr@envdesigngroup.com 



• Trail connects the Cities of 
Kent and Akron as well as 
two state universities.  The 
trail connects other 
communities including 
downtown Tallmadge, 
Munroe Falls Metro Park, and 
other local landmarks along 
its route. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #2 to provide additional details regarding the other-than-trail components of this project.  1. Slide Description: Federal funds were used for the construction, thus requiring the design team to follow the requirements of the Ohio Department of Transportation Project Development Process for Minor Projects. This required environmental, ecological, and cultural studies, reviews and permits to meet ODOT requirements. The design team was able to simplify certain tasks and reduce the amount of information necessary for ODOT review by increasing efficiency, and reducing time and cost to the project. Environmental Design Group provided environmental clearances, design, documentation and surveying services for this project.
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