
Barberton Towpath Connector Trail 

City: Barberton 
County:  Summit 

• Type: All-purpose Trail  
 

• Length: 350 feet, including 
120 foot bridge. 
 

• Cost:   $350,000 
 

• Funding Sources:  
• City of Barberton, Barberton 

Community Foundation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.

Project Description: Barberton, which evolved from a canal era town in the early nineteenth century, has actively pursued the benefits that Ohio and Erie Canalway visitors will bring to the City. This effort has gained strength because of the County’s replacement of the Robinson Avenue Bridge and the segregated bike lane that spans the Tuscarawas River, CSX Railroad corridor and the Ohio and Erie Canal, all impediments to towpath connection. The connection includes a separate pedestrian bridge over the River that parallels the street bridge, trail connections to the Robinson Avenue bike lane, the Towpath, and a 24-car downtown trailhead on City land at the downtown side of the Robinson Avenue bridge.
REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.
Name: Jeff Kerr
Phone #: 330.375.1390
E-mail address: JKerr@envdesigngroup.com
Go to next slide.




• Connector trail now connects 
trail users with downtown 
businesses and 
neighborhoods. 
 

Barberton Towpath Connector Trail 

City: Barberton 
County:  Summit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #2 to provide additional details regarding the other-than-trail components of this project.  

1. Slide Description: The connection serves both downtown visitors and those in the nearby residential neighborhood and employees at the Babcock-Wilcox industrial complex for
lunchtime and evening use. The towpath guides visitors to downtown with goals of stimulating business at area restaurants, theaters, and stores. Both locations are enhanced as gateway features to the community with pedestrian friendly planting and detailing. Amenities prior to this access was non existent, and the towpath trail bypassed the City of Barberton preventing the City to gain any economic development potential. The trail now connects trail users with downtown businesses and neighborhoods



• Community support was 
widespread amongst city 
residents 

Barberton Towpath Connector Trail 

City: Barberton 
County:  Summit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #3 to highlight any additional benefits to your community or unique elements, in case you ran out of room on slide #2.

1. Slide Description: The tow-path trail project had a lot of support from the community. Both residents and visitors saw a need for the trail, and expressed their support in writing, such as this letter from a student expressing his love for the path with hopes of being chosen to cut the ribbon during the grand opening event with City officials. 
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