Summit Metro Parks Bike & Hike Trail Critter Crossings

®* Type: Bike & Hike Trail is
an asphalt paved multi-

purpose trail (land owned by

First Energy with an
agreement with SMP for trail)

®* Length: 33 miles

®* Location: Near Boston
Ledges, between SR 303 &
Boston Mills Road

® Design: In-house by Planning
Staff

* Cost: $18,000



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.

Use slide #1 to give the basic information for this project.  Replace these instructions in this NOTES section with your story of how this project came to be, and any interesting best practices or lessons learned during design and/or construction.

This was a trial to provide salamanders, frogs and other amphibians an alternative route to their habitats, which were interrupted when, originally, the railroad came through and now the trail.  The trail is constructed and maintained by Summit Metro Parks on land owned by First Energy.  This project was an idea by our Natural Resource Department and then designed by our planning staff.  The critter crossings were built in fall of 2015.  Our Natural Resource Department has done observations this spring to see how effective the tunnel crossings are and they found the following: the species of salamanders that we expect to be helping directly (because their aquatic larval stages require small perennial streams) include northern dusky (Desmognathus fuscus), northern two-lined (Eurycea bislineata), long-tailed (E longicauda) and northern red (Pseudotriton ruber).  Other terrestrial species that occupy the general vicinity and will likely inhabit the culverts include our common red-backed salamander (Plethodon cinereus) and northern slimy salamander (Plethodon glutinosus), as well as potentially a few others. 

REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.
Name: Mark Szeremet	
Phone #: 330-867-5511 x 212	
E-mail address: mszeremet@summitmetroparks.org
Go to next slide.
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' The Good Stuff

- Construction: tunnels are
made from a concrete box
culvert with an open metal
casting strip, intended to
guide creatures into the tunnel
and prevent them from
crossing the trail. Tunnels are
partially filled with native
debris to make the crossings
feel like part of the natural

environment.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #2 to provide additional details regarding the other-than-trail components of this project.  

Use this NOTES section to describe the features to which this trail connects and any enthusiasm, resistance or new relationships resulting from these connections.

Construction for the tunnels were done this past fall when we re-paved the Bike & Hike Trail.  The tunnels are made from a concrete box culvert with an open metal casting strip, intended to guide creatures into the tunnel and prevent them from crossing the trail.  Tunnels are partially filled with native debris to make the crossings feel like part of the natural environment.
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Unique!

Environmental concerns: When
manmade structures fragment the
landscape, they can divide wildlife
populations into smaller isolated
units. Habitat fragmentation can
cause wildlife hardship & less
stability over time.

Benefits: tunnels provide an
alternative route for critters
attempting to cross the paved trail,
allowing them safe access to their
habitat.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #3 to highlight any additional benefits to your community or unique elements, in case you ran out of room on slide #2.

Use this NOTES section to elaborate on these details and tell stories from this project.  Who is using this trail/lane?  What’s changed in the community?

Roads & trails get us where we want to go, but they also stop animals.  For many species, survival depends on being able to move from one area to another.  When manmade structures fragment the landscape, they can divide wildlife populations into smaller isolated units.  Habitat fragmentation can cause wildlife hardship & less stability over time. The tunnels provide an alternative route for critters attempting to cross the paved trail, allowing them safe access to their habitat. 
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Buzz on the Street

® Very exciting that we are
finding different types of
salamanders in the tunnel
crossings and we just
installed them!

® Article in Green Islands

Magazine; 15,000 copies
distributed



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #4 to tell us what your people are saying.  Share facebook posts, tweets, blogs – any form of social media or just general comments and messages.  Tell us how much chatter is project is driving.

Use this NOTES section to elaborate.

Our Natural Resource Department went out early this spring to analyze, observe and maintain the tunnel crossings.  They added additional of natural habitat to the crossings to attract more critters into the tunnels. They went out in early April to take a few panels off, add some habitat and look a little harder, and were able to find adult red salamanders (one of our highest quality indicator species) INSIDE and just outside the culverts, as well as three other species just outside the culverts.
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Photo(s) ® This slide is optional - (for

award evaluation)

See NOTES section

County: X
(Cuyahoga District #)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this NOTES section of slide #5 to tell us anything else about this project which makes it stellar.  Especially think of Best Practices and Lessons Learned worth sharing with other communities.  Tell us:
The setting:  urban, suburban or rural/ex-urban
Who was the Project Champion (individual or organization)
Project Story:  describe the year planning started and year construction completed, project goals, rationale, challenges, solutions, etc.
Any Future Steps:  describe future plans for additional facilities or expanded uses

Keep the SLIDE #5 portion simple.  Use photos and, if using words, just words or short phrases.
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