Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail

®* Type:
pedestrian, bike

®* Length

1.3 miles

* Cost:
44,173.99

®* Funding Sources:
City of Green
Ohio & Erie Canal Corridor

Coalition

Ve ODNR
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The impetus for this project was to create a trail circling the whole of Nimisila Reservoir to provide an unparalleled walking, running and biking experience in this stunningly beautiful setting. Phase I (S. Main Street between E. Caston & W. Nimisila Roads) was a successful collaboration between three agencies – the City of Green, Ohio & Erie Canalway and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. The now-completed Phase I provides pedestrian and bike mobility, car and boat parking, scenic views and connectivity to local restaurants and neighborhoods.  The Nimisila Reservoir is located in the City of Green and is part of the Portage Lakes State Park.

Over the years, ODNR engineers had identified that the overall integrity of the earthen structure of the top of the dam was threatened by large ruts and bared areas and both the dam and its auxiliary embankment.  These irregularities collected surface water, allowing it to infiltrate and weaken the compacted soils beneath.  The construction of the trail not only  enhanced the dam’s recreational value to the surrounding communities of the City of Green and the City of New Franklin, it strengthened the dam and made routine inspections easier.

REQUIRED:  
Name: Wayne L. Wiethe, Director of Planning
Phone #: 330-896-6614
E-mail address: wwiethe@cityofgreen.org




Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail

Amenities:

®* Boatlaunch ramp

¢ Parking lot

®* Overlook

® Seating

® Fishing access

®* Diverse wildlife

®* Gas motors prohibited

® Listed as a “hot spot” for

birding

Connections:

® (Caston/Christman Bike
Trail
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Presentation Notes

From 2008-2012, Phase 2 of this project connected the Nimisila Reservoir dike portion with a designated bike path on Caston Road to Christman Road providing approximately 5 miles of connectivity from start to finish.

In 2011, the City of Green Planning Department in collaboration with the City of New Franklin, developed a conceptual alignment to connect the Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail to Portage Lakes State Park and the Tow-Path Trail.  In 2014, the Cities of Green and New Franklin retained the services of URS consultants (now AECON) to perform a feasibility study and recommend alignment.  Both cities have the desire to provide safe and convenient pedestrian and bicycle access to these community assets by creating a shared-use trail to connect them.





Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail

Unique!

®* Family Friendly (great
surface for strollers!)

® Osprey & Bald Eagle
habitat

¢ Connection for
neighborhoods without

sidewalks
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This trail is a favorite for joggers/runners, walkers with dogs and nature enthusiasts.  It is especially attractive to families with children as vehicular parking/boat launch is provided at the W. Nimisila terminus.  Since the trail was completed, the Caston & Main Brewyard opened its doors directly across the street making it the third restaurant within a few short steps of the trail.



Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail

Buzz on the Street
“One of the best, if not the

best, trails in the city!”

® [ use the trail almost every
day...love it!”

® It’s beautiful all 4 season. I
walk it at least 4 times a
week.”

®* We love watching the

'9’

ospreys

OHI RIE . :
\{A %AY >:<Clty of Green

—~—



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some additional Facebook posts:
“surface great for strollers”
Love this place….best memories!”




Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail
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Presentation Notes
Future Steps: Phase 2 is the 0.5 mile connection from W. Nimisila Road to Killinger Road.  We hope to partner with ODNR and Summit MetroParks utilizing a cleared area of DEO’s gas easement to continue the city’s vision of encircling the Nimisila Reservoir to achieve what would undoubtedly be one of the most premier trails in our region.
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