Riorth Royalton

Ohio NatureWorks 2014

Aukerman Park Picnic Area

Existing Use Map

- Picnic
Y Pavilion

County: Cuyahoga

Aukerman Park

Type: Natural surface

Length: + 0.4 mile “Meadow Trail”
loop; + 2.8 acre new park from 14
acre parcel

Cost Acquisition: $219,000
($180,000 City of North Royalton,
fee simple; $39,000 Cleveland
Metroparks, conservation easement)
Cost Park Improvements:
$145,000 (590,000
NatureWorks/ODNR; $55,000
Cleveland Metroparks)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contact Name: Tom Jordan, Community Development Director, City of North Royalton
Phone #: 440-237-5484 
E-mail address: TJordan@northroyalton.org

Use slide #1 to give the basic information for this project.  Replace these instructions in this NOTES section with your story of how this project came to be, and any interesting best practices or lessons learned during design and/or construction.

Acquisition of Aukerman Farm occurred in 2012 through a partnership between the City of North Royalton and Cleveland Metroparks. Cost of acquisition was $219,000, with $180,000 coming from the City of North Royalton for fee simple title and $39,000 from Cleveland Metroparks for a conservation easement. The land was added to the far western end of Brecksville Reservation near the York Picnic Shelter. Cleveland Metroparks also agreed to $141,000 in improvements to the site for a new picnic shelter, restrooms, and informational kiosk, making the venture 50-50. Cleveland Metroparks subsequently applied to ODNR’s NatureWorks program in Cuyahoga County to assist in this funding, and was awarded in $90,000 in late 2014, and the Park District made up the remaining $55,000 cost. The NatureWorks proram provided funding for the pavilion, kiosk, and restrooms. Cleveland Metroparks staff installed trailhead parking and the Meadow Trail.
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Aukerman Park

The Good Stuff

®*  Amenities: New picnic pavilion,

Aukerman Park Brecksville Reservation
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g S X "‘ restrooms, and informational kiosk,

; 7 i along with dog agility course and +
0.4-mile Meadow Trail

®*  Connections to other non- project
assets: Meadow Trail connects to all
purpose trail (APT) on Valley
Parkway at the western end of
Brecksville Reservation near Mill

Stream Run Reservation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this NOTES section to describe the features to which this trail connects and any enthusiasm, resistance or new relationships resulting from these connections.

The Cleveland Metroparks APT continues northwest through the following reservations to Detroit Ave. in Lakewood: Brecksville, Mill Stream Run, and Rocky River. When the two phases of the Valley Parkway Connector Trail are complete in the next two years, the APT will connect east through Brecksville Reservation to the Towpath Trail, a total of about 32 miles.

The public engagement process to develop the park highlighted the high number of dog owners in the vicinity, who shared the need for a dog agility course. This course was added to the plans, and was made possible through support from Dr. Adam Hecko of North Royalton Animal Hospital.
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Aukerman Park

Unique!

= Benefits to the Public: Preservation
of land from a 100+ year old farm
that was added to Brecksville

Reservation; dog agility course
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Metroparks i e : i B 8 ¢  Environmental enhancements:

.' B § e Acquisition allowed for demolition
of existing buildings and restoration
of meadow

e Opened Oct. 14, 2015 with members
of the Aukerman family at the ribbon

cutting!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this NOTES section to elaborate on these details and tell stories from this project.  Who is using this trail/lane?  What’s changed in the community?

The project preserves the land from an historic farm to be used as additional park space for recreation in North Royalton. Additionally, Brecksville Reservation is widely used, having had 1,338,000 recreation visits in 2015.

Additional details:
Tell us anything else about this project which makes it stellar.  Especially think of Best Practices and Lessons Learned worth sharing with other communities.  Tell us:
The setting:  Suburban
Who was the Project Champion (individual or organization): The Aukerman Family, City of North Royalton, and Cleveland Metroparks; additionally  Dr. Adam Hecko of North Royalton Animal Hospital for the dog agility course
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