Burning River 100 Trails Fundraising

Partners: Western Reserve
Racing (WRR),

Type: Health & fitness, nature,
financial sustainability,
community engagement
Description: Race participants
can choose to run on behalf of
trails in three park districts
Year Started: 2014



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year Western Reserve Racing (WRR) manages the Burning River 100, a trail running race through Cleveland Metroparks (CM), Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) and Metro Parks serving Summit County.  In 2014, WRR racing added a 50 mile race and several relay team options to grow participation.  

WRR has a long history of donating back to the parks.  The company decided to allow runners to fundraise for CM and CVNP.   For example, 8-person relay runners raise minimum $1600, or $200 per runner. Individual and relay runners could choose to raise money for trails in the park system of their choice through pledges.  

CM had particular success with the program. In the first year, runners raised $1000 for CM.  In 2015, Over 50 runners, including Park District employees and volunteers, chose to support CM.  Over 50 people signed up as CM fundraisers.  They raised $11,000 for trails!

Contact:
           Name:   Jim Christ 
Phone #: 330-819-4454
E-mail address:  jim@westernreserveracing.com 



Participants: Runners, WRR
staff and volunteers, park district
staff and volunteers

Location: Cleveland Metroparks,
Cuyahoga Valley National Park,
Metroparks serving Summit
County

Program frequency: annual

Cuyahoga County



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The parks embraced the idea.  They key to success in working with the running community is to get involved in their events, offering positive support.  CM adopted an aid station on the race course in South Chagrin Reservation and staffed it with Park District volunteers.  Volunteers and many runners wore CM “Come Out & Play” t-shirts for the event.

Employees and volunteers from the parks formed relay teams to support their trails.
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50 runners raised $11,000

for trails!

Cuyahoga County
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Celebrating the program’s great success, CM fundraising runners and WRR staff were invited to a �“thank you” reception at Merwin’s Wharf where CEO Brian Zimmerman accepted the $11,000 check for the CM Trails Fund.

In 2016, WRR added Metroparks serving Summit County to this fundraising opportunity.  Current registrants are on track to raise thousands of dollars for all three park districts. This peer-to-peer fundraising effort is growing race participation while helping three park districts maintain their trails.
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