
Ohio Horseman’s Council Project Partnering  

• Ohio Horseman’s Council, 
Cuyahoga County Chapter 
(COHC) 

• Type: Health & fitness, Nature 
• Description:  COHC raised $500 

and offered it as a match to 
monies from Cleveland 
Metroparks Trails Fund to 
complete a much-needed trail 
repair. 

• Year Started: 2014 
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Contact:
           Name:   Penny Passalacqua
Phone #: 440-248-0156
E-mail address:  pennyohc@sbcglobal.net 

Cuyahoga County OHC and Cleveland Metroparks
 
Cuyahoga County Chapter of Ohio Horseman’s Council (COHC) has worked tirelessly to be of support to the Cleveland Metroparks (CM) bridle trail system.  This photo depicts CM trails staff on COHC member’s horses.  COHC invited them out to experience and understand the trails as a rider.
 
Since 1996 COHC has assisted CM in grading, trimming, installing signage, clearing culverts and deadfall, picking up litter, installing posts, monitoring trail conditions, and sending out notices of trail closures, openings, and other trail information to the equine world.
 
Raising money and donating for projects of trail repair is a top priority of the council. Through fundraising efforts from both entities, we were able to have a section of trail repaired in the Brecksville Reservation connecting this important trail to the Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP).   COHC raised $500 and CM matched it with $500 from the Trails Fund to fix this long-standing trail problem.

Equestrians, runners and hikers could not use the connector from Brecksville reservation to CVNP because the mud was so deep.  The few trail users there were went around the mud, widening the trail and impacting natural resources.




Ohio Horseman’s Council Project Partnering  

• Participants: Equestrians, 
runners, hikers all benefit from 
this repair. 

• Staff & volunteers:  CM Trails 
Manager, Trails Crew, volunteers 

• Location: Brecksville 
Reservation 

• Program frequency: N/A 
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The problem was caused by a persistent seep.  In 2013 Cleveland Metroparks created the Trails Crew to build and maintain sustainable trails.  They try to minimize their impact on the environment, reduce maintenance and improve trail experience pillars of that commitment.  To fix this seep, they belayed very large stones on a pulley system in the trees and laid them side by side in the low area.  They only selected rocks too large to shift in place and anchored them into the ground.

The rocks are covered with fine stone and then topsoil.   The water can seep and drain between the rocks and small stone while the top layer of soil remains firm. Trails users might not even know there’s a drainage system under their feet.  This process is called armoring.
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• Benefits: This is a multi-use trail 
so it benefits equestrians, hiker 
and runners.   

• It’s a key connector between two 
large park system, providing 
access to miles of trails in other 
parks. 

• Transferability: Armoring is a 
common but clever technique to 
maintain the natural aspects trails. 
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COHC is proud to support CM trails for the benefit of all.


	Ohio Horseman’s Council Project Partnering 
	Ohio Horseman’s Council Project Partnering 
	Ohio Horseman’s Council Project Partnering 

