
Towpath Marathon 

• Canalway Partners 
• Annual health & fitness event 

 
• The Towpath Marathon was 

established in 1992 to introduce the 
Towpath Trail as a new recreational 
amenity and to promote the 
establishment of the Ohio & Erie 
Canalway National Heritage Area 

County: Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROGRAM = any organized group activity which is conducted on a trail, bike lane or trail-connected outdoor green space and recurs with some frequency

The Towpath Marathon was established in 1992 to introduce the Towpath Trail as a new recreational amenity and to promote the establishment of the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area.

The race serves as a showcase for the Towpath Trail, creating awareness of the trail and serving as a celebration of healthy lifestyles

REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this program.
Name: Ken Schneider
Phone #: 216-520-1825
E-mail address: kschneider@canalwaypartners.com



Towpath Marathon 

• The Towpath Marathon has grown to 
become one of Northeast Ohio’s 
premier marathons, attracting an 
average of 2,000 annual participants 
and 3,500 spectators. 
 

• Location: On the Towpath Trail in 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park 

County: Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year, the Towpath Marathon draws runners from across Ohio and the Midwest 

The Towpath Marathon is a unique event because there are few marathons run in National Parks

A takeaway from the Towpath Marathon is that communities should create events that build on what is special about their project




Towpath Marathon 

County: Cuyahoga 

• Over 25 years, the Towpath 
Marathon has increased 
awareness of the Towpath Trail 
and the Ohio & Erie Canalway 
National Heritage Area 
 

• It has become the largest 
fundraiser for Canalway Partners 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 25 years, the Towpath Marathon has increased awareness of the Towpath Trail and the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area

Participants receive updates on the Towpath Trail Extension Project via email

The Towpath Marathon gives away photo awards that highlight scenes from the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area



Towpath Marathon 

County: Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Towpath Marathon has received extensive media coverage and is popular on social media.

According to Runner’s World, in their 2015 article “Bucket List: 10 Races In or Near National Parks.

	The Towpath Marathon lets runners “Savor autumn in all its saturated hues at one of the most beautiful marathons on the fall racing calendar, which also happens to showcase one of the Midwest’s few national parks. It is 	one of few marathons that take place in a National Park, and many consider it a unique specialty race due to the setting, fall foliage and crushed limestone surface.”




Towpath Marathon 

• The Towpath Marathon has led to the 
development of the Towpath Trilogy 
Race Series 
 

• New races include the Towpath Half 
Marathon in April and the Towpath 
Ten-Ten in June 
 

• The Trilogy features a variety of race 
lengths to accommodate runners (and 
walkers) of all experience levels 

County: Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Towpath Marathon has led to the development of the Towpath Trilogy Race Series

New races include the Towpath Half Marathon in April and the Towpath Ten-Ten in June

The Trilogy features a variety of race lengths to accommodate runners (and walkers) of all experience levels



