
Greater Cleveland Trails & Greenways Conference 

2016 Showcase 
Recognitions 

 

 Certificate of Contribution 
 

 Silver Star 
 

 Gold Medal 
 

 Platinum Standard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was challenging for the Selection Panel to select the most notable recognitions; focused on nominations which:Had an element of uniquenessCould be influential in driving trail initiatives across our regionCan be transferable to other communitiesCan be scaled up to really serve many, many people



Silver Star 

Recognitions 



• Long-running 
• Enthusiasm 
• Support … 

Program 



Towpath Trilogy & Marathon 

County: Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROGRAM = any organized group activity which is conducted on a trail, bike lane or trail-connected outdoor green space and recurs with some frequencyThe Towpath Marathon was established in 1992 to introduce the Towpath Trail as a new recreational amenity and to promote the establishment of the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area.The race serves as a showcase for the Towpath Trail, creating awareness of the trail and serving as a celebration of healthy lifestylesREQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this program.Name: Ken SchneiderPhone #: 216-520-1825E-mail address: kschneider@canalwaypartners.com



Silver Star 

Ken Schneider, Canalway 
Partners, receiving award 



• Trail Users 
• Give Back & Pay Forward … 

Program 



Burning River 100 Trails Fundraising   

Cuyahoga County City 
logo 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year Western Reserve Racing (WRR) manages the Burning River 100, a trail running race through Cleveland Metroparks (CM), Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) and Metro Parks serving Summit County.  In 2014, WRR racing added a 50-mile race and several relay team options to grow participation.  WRR has a long history of donating back to the parks.  The company decided to allow runners to fundraise for CM and CVNP.   For example, 8-person relay runners raise minimum $1600, or $200 per runner. Individual and relay runners could choose to raise money for trails in the park system of their choice through pledges.  CM had particular success with the program. In the first year, runners raised $1000 for CM.  In 2015, Over 50 runners, including Park District employees and volunteers, chose to support CM.  Over 50 people signed up as CM fundraisers.  They raised $11,000 for trails!Contact:           Name:   Jim Christ Phone #: 330-819-4454E-mail address:  jim@westernreserveracing.com 



Silver Star 



• Navigation 
• Information … 

Program 



Cleveland Metroparks 
Trails App    

Cuyahoga County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CM published a free "trails app" for iOS and Android mobile devices in 2015. This GPS-enabled application allows users tolocate any point of interest in our park system, such as scenic overlooks, restrooms, picnic areas, and more. It provides them with parkwayfinding assistance to navigate by car, bike, bus, or on foot. Users can also download trail maps for use offline. The CMRanger Department has frequently used this app in day-to-day operations and in resolving jurisdictionalissues. The code for OpenDroneMap and the trails application is freely available for replication and reuse by others.Contact:           Name:   Adam HarveyPhone #:  216-635-7017E-mail address:  abh@clevelandmetroparks.com



Silver Star 

Nancy Desmond, CMP, 
receiving award 



• Building Confidence 
• Enthusiasm 
• Urban Cycling … 

Program 



Saturday Social Ride 

Cuyahoga County 
District 7 



• Local 
• Recreation & Nature 
• Engineering Solution … 

Project 



Nimisila Reservoir Hike & Bike Trail  

County: Summit 
(City of Green)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The impetus for this project was to create a trail circling the whole of Nimisila Reservoir to provide an unparalleled walking, running and biking experience in this stunningly beautiful setting. Phase I (S. Main Street between E. Caston & W. Nimisila Roads) was a successful collaboration between three agencies – the City of Green, Ohio & Erie Canalway and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. The now-completed Phase I provides pedestrian and bike mobility, car and boat parking, scenic views and connectivity to local restaurants and neighborhoods.  The Nimisila Reservoir is located in the City of Green and is part of the Portage Lakes State Park.Over the years, ODNR engineers had identified that the overall integrity of the earthen structure of the top of the dam was threatened by large ruts and bared areas and both the dam and its auxiliary embankment.  These irregularities collected surface water, allowing it to infiltrate and weaken the compacted soils beneath.  The construction of the trail not only  enhanced the dam’s recreational value to the surrounding communities of the City of Green and the City of New Franklin, it strengthened the dam and made routine inspections easier.REQUIRED:  Name: Wayne L. Wiethe, Director of PlanningPhone #: 330-896-6614E-mail address: wwiethe@cityofgreen.org



Silver Star 

Ken Schneider, Canalway Partners, 
receives award from 

Mat Hils  



• Enhancement 
• Ecological 
• Conservation … 

Project 



Summit Metro Parks   Bike & Hike Trail 
“Critter Crossings” 

County:  Summit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was a trial to provide salamanders, frogs and other amphibians an alternative route to their habitats, which were interrupted when, originally, the railroad came through and now the trail.  The trail is constructed and maintained by Summit Metro Parks on land owned by First Energy.  This project was an idea by our Natural Resource Department and then designed by our planning staff.  The critter crossings were built in fall of 2015.  Our Natural Resource Department has done observations this spring to see how effective the tunnel crossings are and they found the following: the species of salamanders that we expect to be helping directly (because their aquatic larval stages require small perennial streams) include northern dusky (Desmognathus fuscus), northern two-lined (Eurycea bislineata), long-tailed (E longicauda) and northern red (Pseudotriton ruber).  Other terrestrial species that occupy the general vicinity and will likely inhabit the culverts include our common red-backed salamander (Plethodon cinereus) and northern slimy salamander (Plethodon glutinosus), as well as potentially a few others. Name: Mark Szeremet	Phone #: 330-867-5511 x 212	E-mail address: mszeremet@summitmetroparks.org



Silver Star 



• Connectivity 
• Holistic 
• Education … 

Project 



Midview Schools Walking Path 

County:  Lorain 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Midview School system, which consists of a elementary, middle, and high school, applied for funding through the Lorain County General Health District to construct a 3,000 foot path on the school campus. The United Way of Greater Lorain County, the Common VIEW Collaborative, and Eaton Township are all contributing partners in this project. The path was constructed for the intended use of students, teachers, staff, and residents to walk, ride, and roll. Construction began in the spring of 2015 and concluded in August. The path was created using a durable compacted limestone compound to ensure that both walkers and riders would be able to utilize the path. In 2016 the same partnership also applied for and was granted additional funding to add various amenities to the path such as hydration stations, trashcans, and signage.REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.Name: Sara TilliePhone #: 410-274-9575E-mail address: stillie@loraincountyhealth.comGo to next slide.



Silver Star 

Sara  

    Sara Tillie, Lorain County 
     General Health District,  
           receives award 
            from Matt Hils 



• Growing User Group 
• Recreation 
• Landmark … 

Project 



Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
 East Rim Phase I 

     Summit County 
Boston Heights 

 

 Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Conservancy for CVNP  

Spectrum Design, Alex Stewart 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Name: Patty Stevens, Capital projects Manager, Conservancy for CVNPPhone #: 330-657-2909-x120E-mail address: pstevens@forcvnp.org



Silver Star 

Matt Hils presenting award to 
Patty Stevens,  

Conservancy for 
CVNP 



Gold Medal 

Recognitions 



• Engaging Stakeholders 
• Impactful Manor … 

Program 



Cleveland Metroparks Trails Volunteer Program    

Cuyahoga County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cleveland Metroparks (CM) Trails Division built a sophisticated volunteer program around the mountain bike trails in Bedford and Mill Stream Run Reservations.  CM mountain bike trails are designed to minimize impact, reduce maintenance, and maximize user enjoyment.  Large sections of them are built and maintained by hand.  When embarking on the building of Royalview mountain bike trail, the Park District reached out at first to the mountain bike community for volunteers.  But soon, trails volunteers came from the ranks of hikers, runners, and other people that just like building trails. Today over 100 registered trails volunteers help build, maintain, and monitor the two mountain bike trails.Contact:           Name:   Kara BrowningPhone #: 216-346-2003E-mail address:  trailsvolunteer@clevelandmetroparks.com



Gold Medal 

Kara Browning, Cleveland 
Metroparks, receives 
award from Matt Hils 



• Whole Community 
• Students, Families 
• Bicycling Culture … 

Program 



All Geared Up! 

County:  Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1:  The postcard to promote the event gives a good overview.  The event is free.  There is a website to register and get more information (http://allgearedup.info/) and a Facebook page for much more information (https://www.facebook.com/allgearedup2015/).  Darren Carter, a Canterbury student’s father, created and donated his time for much of this.  Here’s a link to a story about the event, with many more photos, produced by the Cleveland Heights-University Heights School District: http://www.chuh.org/AllgearedUp.aspx

https://www.facebook.com/allgearedup2015/photos/a.290425721081733.1073741828.289775614480077/355268231264148/?type=3


Gold Medal 

Matt Hils presenting the 
award to Mary Dunbar, 
Cleveland Heights City 
Council and Michelle 
Bandy-Zalatoris, PTA 

parent 



• Community’s History & Future 
• Bicycle Connectivity … 

Project 



County: Summit  

Barberton Magic Mile &  
Towpath Connector 
Trail  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IMPLEMENTATION: MAGIC MILECombined with feedback from the steering committee and considerations like cartway versus right-of-way construction, property acquisition, budgets, and timeline, a preferred bicycle network emerged. The one mile loop in Downtown begins at the new Towpath Bridge on the east end of the Robinson Avenue bridge. The City owned parking lot at the corner of Wooster & 2nd becomes a trailhead for visitors to become oriented with Downtown. From here they can choose to go north on 2nd or west on Wooster. The 2nd Street route is a protected contraflow until the trail crosses Tuscarawas where it them become an off-road trail through Lot 7 and connects to Lake Anna and the bath house at Park & 3rd. Wooster is also a protected contraflow lane to 4th Street where an existing light allows bicyclists to cross north to the theater parking lot where an off-road trail connects to the 5th Street Promenade. The trail then continues north on a multi-purpose trail up 5th to Lake Anna. This loop focuses new bicycle infrastructure and investment within a 1 mile stretch of the Towpath known as Barberton’s Magic Mile. Breaking down the plan to a “handle bar” perspective, emphasizing realistic strategies for implementing bicycle infrastructure in the existing Downtown, the seven steps of the Magic Mile Loop include:Get Cyclists over Robinson BridgeMake the Intersection safer for all usersExtend the Trail west, north & southCross WoosterArrive in DowntownComplete the LoopGet it Built It is important to note that the design of the trail actively sought solutions that would reduce the difficulties often encountered in public infrastructure construction – the majority of the trail lies within existing publically owned land right of ways and cartways and does not rely on acquisition. A full budget analysis was completed, and opportunities for the city to self-perform improvement and even trail infrastructure, reduced overall probable costs to just over $2M. Before the planning process was even complete, the Barberton Community Foundation, with help from City Architecture, was able to seek grant funding from Medical Mutual to promote health and exercise in the city. The awarded grant paid for an initial wave of wayfinding and signage (designed by City Architecture as part of the planning grant) to attract cyclists for the Towpath Trail to Downtown, making the “Magic Mile” a reality within the community. Just 7 months after City Council adopted the trail plan, the Foundation held a ribbon cutting ceremony at the new gateway arch at the downtown trailhead.



Gold Medal 

Matt Hils presenting the 
award to Michelle Bandy-

Zalatoris, City 
Architecture and Jeff 
Kerr, Environmental 

Design Group 



• Significant, Key Segment 
• East-West Network … 

Project 



Freedom Trail, Phase 1 

City: Tallmadge/Akron 
County:  Summit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.Slide Description: The Freedom Secondary Trail created an important link between Metro Parks and the cities of Kent and Tallmadge with the Towpath Trail and the Ohio & ErieCanalway. The Freedom Secondary Trail, is a 4.25 multi-purpose bike and hike trail. The first phase of the Freedom Secondary Trail began at the west side of SouthwestAvenue in Tallmadge and ended at the west side of Middlebury Road in Kent. The trail is primarily built upon an abandoned railroad bed and adjacent to an inactive railroad owned by Metro Regional Transit Authority. The project required six street crossings and one bridge crossing. While most of the project utilized existing infrastructure left from the previous rail line, some conditions required special attention. Ultimately, the trail will become the missing link in a system that connects four counties, more than six metropolitan park districts, the Towpath Trail, and the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.2. REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.Name: Jeff KerrPhone #: 330.375.1390E-mail address: jkerr@envdesigngroup.com 



Gold Medal 

Matt Hils presenting the 
award to Jeff Kerr, 

Environmental Design 
Group 



• Critical Connection 
• Broader Network … 

Project 



 

Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail - Phase I 
& Plan for Completion  

 

County:  Cuyahoga 
  City of Cleveland 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contact information:Name: Mitchell McCoy, P.E.Phone #: 330-835-9800E-mail address: Mmccoy@palmernet.comThe team of Palmer Engineering and J.D. Williamson Construction Company was the successful bidder for a design-build project to construct 2200' (0.42 mi.) of the Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail (formerly known as the Lake Link Trail) in the City of Cleveland. Phase I of the recreational all-purpose trail extends from the existing Ohio & Erie Canal Trail on the west bank of the Cuyahoga River to Columbus Road, and is a key section of the overall 1.7 mile Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail which will ultimately connect the Ohio & Erie Canal Trail at the southern end of the Scranton Peninsula with Cleveland Metropark’s Wendy Park on Whiskey Island. The Phase I alignment winds through varied topography which includes previously redeveloped parkland, industrial property and a heavily wooded area where debris had been historically dumped. Palmer Engineering coordinated extensively with multiple agencies and stakeholders including J.D. Williamson, Cleveland Metroparks, the City of Cleveland, and Industrial Flats Railroad to develop a functional, constructible and aesthetically pleasing project that met a diverse range of expectations. Phase I of the trail officially opened in August 2015 and was immediately embraced by the community and a multitude of new users. The project was made possible through the Project Development Partnership of Cleveland Metroparks, LAND studio, and The Trust for Public Land who’s combined efforts enabled the project to come to fruition through diligent land acquisition efforts, fundraising , design, construction, and project management. Coordination and design on the remaining trail sections is ongoing with additional segments to be constructed soon.



Gold Medal 

Mitchell McCoy, Palmer 
Engineering receives 
award from Matt Hils 



• Significant Completions 
• Sustained Progress 
• Westward Spine … 

Project 



Black River Bikeway 

County:  Lorain 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bridgeway Trail Reviews from TrailLink:Nice how three trails are linked…There are many bridges, flat and hilly, as well as sights to see along all of the trails. Halfway through the Bridgeway trail you can detour on a grassy path to the falls…The trails are great for all activities.  If you are interested in kayaking there is a point to enter at Bur Oak.I come from Lorain and have visited this trail many times. It is a fun scenic trail that makes for a very pleasant bike ride or walk.  My only gripe is that the trail is not long enough. The Bridgeway Trail is a beautiful ride through the Black River Reservation as the trail runs through woods and over the Black River on a series of four long steel and wooden pedestrian/bike bridges…when you see the railroad tressel overhead, you'll cross the showpiece of this trail, the third and fourth double bridge that crosses the Black River twice to avoid the stone cliffs nearby. This area has some great scenery for photography or just for hanging out on the bridge….I've ridden 1,700 miles of Ohio trails and would list this trail as one of my favorites due to the safe parking, river scenery, woods, shade, and best of all, crossing bridges 12 times on this 11.1-mile round trip ride!



Gold Medal 

Matt Hils, Behnke 
Landscape Architecture, 
presenting the award 



• Trail + Amenity 
• WOW! …  

Project 



Lakewood Park Promenade & 
Solstice Steps 

City: Lakewood 
County:  Cuyahoga 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.Slide Description: Lakewood Park is valued as one of the few places within the city for public access to expansive views of Lake Erie. Situated on a bluff with the lake below. The park offers dramatic views of the downtown Cleveland skyline and western sunsets. The Lakewood Park Solstice Steps design sought to overcome the obstacle of access and visibility of the lakefront by the creation of stunning steps that wrap the northwest corner of the park. It connects a new upper promenade with the lower walkway through the continuation of its walkway to the elevated area of the park. Informal and formal seating is widely available throughout the structure, encouraging patrons to gaze at the beautiful lake. Environmental Design Group was hired to develop a master plan and construction documents for this part of the park to create a place to celebrate the lake and its beauty. Additionally, the firm coordinated the Rule 13 permitting and construction administration for the project.REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.Name: Jeff KerrPhone #: 330.375.1390



Gold Medal 

Matt Hils presenting the 
award to Jeff Kerr, 

Environmental Design 
Group 



Platinum Standard 

Signature 



 

Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail - Phase I 
& Plan for Completion  

 

County:  Cuyahoga 
  City of Cleveland 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contact information:Name: Mitchell McCoy, P.E.Phone #: 330-835-9800E-mail address: Mmccoy@palmernet.comThe team of Palmer Engineering and J.D. Williamson Construction Company was the successful bidder for a design-build project to construct 2200' (0.42 mi.) of the Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail (formerly known as the Lake Link Trail) in the City of Cleveland. Phase I of the recreational all-purpose trail extends from the existing Ohio & Erie Canal Trail on the west bank of the Cuyahoga River to Columbus Road, and is a key section of the overall 1.7 mile Cleveland Foundation Centennial Trail which will ultimately connect the Ohio & Erie Canal Trail at the southern end of the Scranton Peninsula with Cleveland Metropark’s Wendy Park on Whiskey Island. The Phase I alignment winds through varied topography which includes previously redeveloped parkland, industrial property and a heavily wooded area where debris had been historically dumped. Palmer Engineering coordinated extensively with multiple agencies and stakeholders including J.D. Williamson, Cleveland Metroparks, the City of Cleveland, and Industrial Flats Railroad to develop a functional, constructible and aesthetically pleasing project that met a diverse range of expectations. Phase I of the trail officially opened in August 2015 and was immediately embraced by the community and a multitude of new users. The project was made possible through the Project Development Partnership of Cleveland Metroparks, LAND studio, and The Trust for Public Land who’s combined efforts enabled the project to come to fruition through diligent land acquisition efforts, fundraising , design, construction, and project management. Coordination and design on the remaining trail sections is ongoing with additional segments to be constructed soon.



Platinum Standard 



Congratulations to All! 
Keep it up! 

 
Thank You, Recognition Panel 

And Sponsors 
 

Thank you! 
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